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OT 604 Hebrew Readings: Rhetoric and Poetics 
 
Fall 1999 
Tues/Thurs 11:00am-12:15pm 
 
Instructor: B. A. Strawn 
 
Office Hours: Wed 8-10am 
SPO: 940 
Phone: 858-2169 
email: Brent_Strawn@asburyseminary.edu 
 
1. Course Description 
Selected Old Testament passages are read to develop the student’s mastery of biblical 
Hebrew.  Emphasis is given to vocabulary, grammar, syntax, compositional methodology, 
rhetorical issues, and general poetics (cf. Catalog, p. 69). 
At present the class is designed to read the book of Deuteronomy (with some omissions) 
and selected Psalms.  The instructor may alter the course schedule (either increasing or 
decreasing pace and/or altering the texts read) in light of student interests and abilities.  The 
present schedule, while ambitious to some, is designed with even the less-confident Hebrew 
student in mind.  Confidence and facility will be gained, that is, by extended and rapid exposure 
to the Hebrew text. 
The course will be conducted in seminar fashion.  Discussion will dominate and will 
center on the passages assigned for that session.  Particular points of discussion will involve 
translation, morphological and syntactical details, comparative Semitic observations, and any 
questions stemming from the student’s work on the text.  The instructor will, of course, 
oftentimes insert mini-lectures on various issues, including rare forms or difficult syntax.  
 
2. Course Objectives 
• To increase student facility in Classical Hebrew by and for rapid reading and 
comprehension. 
• To deepen and enrich student understanding of Hebrew grammar, especially syntax. 
• To strengthen and broaden the student’s Hebrew vocabulary. 
• To expose the student to the rich resources of the Hebrew Bible and also in the apparatus 
of BHS. 
• All of the above combine to lead to a better understanding and knowledge of the Old 
Testament/Hebrew Bible as part of the Canon of Scripture and Word of God. 
 
3. Textbooks 
• Required Texts 
Terry A. Armstrong, Douglas L. Busby, and Cyril F. Carr, A Reader’s Hebrew-English  
  Lexicon of the Old Testament: Four Volumes in One 
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(Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 1989). [On reserve] 
 
Page H. Kelley, Daniel S. Mynatt, and Timothy G. Crawford, The Masorah of Biblia  
  Hebraica Stuttgartensia: Introduction and Annotated 
Bibliography.  Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 1998. [On reserve] 
Larry A. Mitchell, A Student’s Vocabulary for Biblical Hebrew and Aramaic: Frequency  
  Lists with Definitions, Pronunciation Guide, and Index 
(Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 1984). 
 
• Recommended Texts 
Bardtke, Psalms [Fascicle of BHS]. 
Paul Joüon, S.J. -- T. Muraoka, A Grammar of Biblical Hebrew, 2 vols., Subsidia Biblica 
   14/I-II (Roma: Editrice Pontificio Istituto Biblico, 
1993). [Joüon-Muraoka; On reserve] 
Rudolph and Hempel, ,umbers, Deuteronomy [Fascicle of BHS]. 
 
• Texts from OT501 Concise Hebrew: 
Francis Brown, S. R. Driver, and Charles A. Briggs, A Hebrew and English Lexicon of  
  the Old Testament (Oxford: Oxford University Press, 1907; 
reprint: Peabody: Hendrickson, 1979). [BDB; ATS reference] 
K. Elliger and W. Rudolph, eds., Biblia Hebraica Stuttgartensia (Stuttgart: Deutsche  
  Bibelgesellschaft, 1967-1977). [BHS; ATS reference] 
William R. Scott, A Simplified Guide to BHS (Berkeley: BIBAL, 1987). [On reserve] 
C. L. Seow, A Grammar of Biblical Hebrew, rev. ed. (Nashville: Abingdon, 1995). [On  
  reserve] or Robert Bornemann, A Grammar of Biblical 
Hebrew (Lanham: University Press of America, 1998). 
Ronald J. Williams, Hebrew Syntax: An Outline, 2d ed. (Toronto: University of Toronto,  
  1976). [On reserve] 
 
4. Requirements and Grading 
 
• Assignments 
1. The primary assignment is the completion of the assignments from Deut and Pss.   
  Students should be prepared to read the Hebrew text aloud, 
translate, and discuss the assignments as given.  The student is expected to work with 
no (or very few) notes in class.  Given the nature of the course, regular attendence 
and participation are especially and particularly important. 
2. During the course of the semester, two books should be read in their entirety: 
Williams’    Hebrew Syntax: An Outline, and Kelley, Mynatt, 
and Crawford’s, The Masorah of BHS.  Both are short texts and this reading will be 
useful to orient students to these two texts which will prove to be of use in the future.  
Brief reading reports will be due on these books on the day of the final.  More 
information on these reports will follow.  Finally, students should feel free to consult 
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Joüon-Muraoka or other reference grammars (GKC, Waltke-O’Connor) on difficult 
issues. 
3. See also under “Quizzes” below. 
• “Quizzes” 
1. Student performance will be assessed on a regular basis during the class sessions. 
2. Two built in “quizzes” are also indicated in the schedule.  Depending on student  
  performance and desires, the instructor will decide if these 
quizzes will be written examinations or in-class oral reading sessions (not unlike a 
normal class session). 
3. Two vocabulary quizzes, taken from course material and Mitchell, A Student’s   
  Vocabulary, will also be administered. 
 
• Optional Reports 
For those students who feel that the work load of the class is not enough (!) and/or would 
  like additional opportunity to better their grade or simply to further 
immerse themselves in the Holy Tongue, brief syntactical analyses/reports/papers can be 
arranged in consultation with and by permission of the instructor.  E.g., Analysis of 
Genesis 1:1-3; Analysis of Genesis 12:1-4a. 
 
• Grade Calculation 
Attendance and Participation 30% 
Two Reading Reports 20% 
Vocabulary Quizzes 10% 
“Quizzes” 40% 
 
5. Tentative Schedule 
 
Sept 7 Syllabus and Grammar Review 1 
Sept 9 Grammar Review 2 
 
Sept 14 Deut 1 
Sept 16 Deut 2-3 
 
Sept 21 Deut 4-5 
Sept 23 Deut 6-7 
 
Sept 28 Deut 8-9 and Vocabulary Quiz 1 
Sept 30 Deut 10-11 
 
Oct 5 Deut 12-13 
Oct 7 Deut 14-15 
 
Oct 12 Deut 16-17 
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Oct 14 Deut 18-19 
 
Oct 19 Deut 20-21 
Oct 21 “Quiz” 1 
Oct 26 Deut 22-23 
Oct 28 Deut 24-25 
 
Nov 2 Deut 26-27 
Nov 4 Deut 28-29 
 
Nov 9 Deut 30-31; Deut 32:44-52; Deut 34 
Nov 11 Pss 1-2, 8 [Torah, Royal, Hymn of Praise] 
 
Nov 16 Pss 13, 22 [Individual Laments] and Vocabulary Quiz 2 
Nov 18 Pss 23-24, 50 [Song of Trust, Temple Entrance Liturgy, Covenant Renewal Liturgy] 
 
Nov 23 No class 
Nov 25 No class 
 
Nov 30 Pss 103-104 [Hymns] 
Dec 2 Pss 58, 137 [Imprectory] 
 
Dec 7 Pss 122-124 [Songs of Ascent] 
Dec 9 Pss 148-150 [Hymns, Doxology] 
 
Dec 17 8:00-10:00am  “Quiz” 2 (Final) and Reading Reports Due 
 
6. Select Bibliography (in addition to texts listed above)  
[,ote: asterisks denote significant works] 
Todd Beall, William Banks, and Colin Smith, Old Testament Parsing Guide, 2 vols.  
 (Chicago: Moody, 1990). [Warning: Pony Alert!] 
BibleWorks 4.0. [Warning: Pony Alert!] 
*David J. A. Clines, ed., The Dictionary of Classical Hebrew, 8 vols. projected; 4 vols. to  
 date (Sheffield: Sheffield Academic Press, 1993-). [DCH; as yet incomplete; ATS 
reference.] 
Bruce Einspahr, Index to Brown, Driver, and Briggs Hebrew Lexicon (Chicago: Moody,  
 1977). 
J. C. L. Gibson, Davidson’s Introductory Hebrew Grammar -- Syntax, 4th ed. (Edinburgh: T  
 & T Clark, 1994). [On reserve] 
*E. Kautzsch, ed., Gesenius’ Hebrew Grammar, 2d ed. by A. E. Cowley (Oxford: Oxford  
 University Press, 1910). [GKC; On reserve] 
*Ludwig Koehler and Walter Baumgartner, eds., The Hebrew and Aramaic Lexicon of the  
 Old Testament, 4 vols. projected; 3 vols. to date (Leiden: E. J. Brill, 1994-). [HALOT; 
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English translation of HALAT; fourth volume to appear this year.  The standard, most 
complete dictionary available; ATS reference] 
John Kohlenberger, III, The Interlinear ,IV Hebrew-English Old Testament (Grand Rapids:  
 Zondervan, 1987). [Warning: Pony Alert!] 
John Joseph Owens, Analytical Key to the Old Testament, 4 vols. (Grand Rapids: Baker,  
 1989-1992). [Warning: Pony Alert!] 
*Nahum Waldman, The Recent Study of Hebrew: A Survey of the Literature with Selected  
 Bibliography (Winona Lake: Eisenbrauns, 1989). [On reserve] 
*Bruce K. Waltke and M. O’Connor, An Introduction to Biblical Hebrew Syntax (Winona  
 Lake: Eisenbrauns, 1990). [On reserve] 
Reinhard Wonneberger, Understanding BHS: A Manual for the Users of Biblia Hebraica  
 Stuttgartensia, Subsidia Biblica 8, 2d rev. ed. (Roma: Editrice Pontificio Istituto 
Biblico, 1990). 
Various word-study tools: *TDOT, *,IDOTTE, *TLOT, TWOT. [ATS reference] 
 
